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TN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as shown below. The claims, as pending in the 
subject application, read as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A An image processing apparatus comprising: 
user information storing means for storing user information rela t ed to of a 

seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus; and 

multiplexing means for multiplexing the stored user information to an 
output image to be output by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information of the seller or buv^ t ?f foe image processing 
a pparatus is obtained and stored in the storing means when the image processing apparatus 
is sold through a network , and 

wherein said user information multiplexed to the output image is not visible 
m said output image . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously Presented) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, further comprising information setting means for setting predetermined 
information related to the seller or th e buyer of the image processing apparatus, 

wherein the multiplexing means multiplexes the predeteimined information 
to the output image. 
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4. (Original) An image processing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
the predetermined information is a public key certification. 

5. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to claim 
3, wherein the predetermined information is information to specify an objective use on a 
database. 

6. (Currently Amended) An electronic commerce system which performs 
electronic commerce connecting one terminal with another terminal through a network, the 
system comprising: 

information setting means for setting, in an image processing apparatus, 
information r ela t ed to of a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus^Jhg 
information being obtained through the network; and 

multiplexing means for multiplexing said information of the seller or buyer 
of the image processing apparatus set by the information setting means to an output image 
to be oulput by the image processing apparatus^ 

wherein said set information multiplexed to the output image is not visible 
in said output image . 

7. (Original) An electronic commerce system according to claim 6, 
wherein the information set by the information setting means is a public key certification. 
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8. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce system according to 
claim 6, wherein the information set by the setting means is information to specify an 
objective use on a database. 

9. (Currently Amended) An image processing method, comprising the 

steps of: 

a user information storing step for storing, in an image processing 
apparatus, user information re lated t o of a seller or a buyer of the image processing 
apparatus; and 

a multiplexing step for the image processing apparatus to multiplex the 
stored user information of the seller or buyer of the imaee processing apparatus to an 
output image to be output by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein said user information is obtained and stored in the storing step 
when the image processing apparatus is sold through a networ k, and 

wherein said user information multiplexed to the output image is not visible 
in said output image . 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 9, further comprising an information setting step for setting predetermined 
information related to the seller or the buyer of the image processing apparatus, 

wherein the multiplexing step multiplexes the predetermined information to 
the output image, 
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1 2, (Original) Ad image processing method according to claim 1 1 , wherein 
the predetermined information is a public key certification. 

13. (Currently Amended) An image processing method according to claim 
11, wherein the predetermined information is information to specify an objective use on a 
database, 

14, (Currently Amended) An electronic commerce method which performs 
electronic commerce connecting one terminal with another terminal through a network, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

an information setting step of setting> in an image processing apparatus, 
information re la te d t o of a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus , the 
information being obtained through the network; and 

a multiplexing step of the image processing apparatus multiplexing said 
information of the seller or buyer of the image processing apparatus set by the information 
setting step to an output image to be output by the image processing apparatus^ 

wherein said user information multiplexed to the output image is not visible 
in said output image . 

15. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce method according to 
claim 14, wherein the information set in the information setting step is a public key 
certification. 
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16. (Currently Amended) An electronic commerce method according to 
claim 14, wherein the set information is information to specify an objective use on a 
database. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer program stored on a computer 
readable medium, the program for executing image processing on an image processing 
apparatus, said program comprising the steps of: 

a user information storing step of storing, in an image processing apparatus, 
user information r elated to of a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatu$; and 

a multiplexing step of multiplexing the stored user information of the seller 
or buyer of the image processing apparatus to an output image to be output by the image 
processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is obtained and stored in the storing step 
when the image processing apparatus is sold through a networ k, and 

wherein said user information multiplexed in the output image is not visible 
in said output image . 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A computer program stored on a computer 
readable medium, the program for performing electronic commerce through a network 
system connecting one terminal with another terminal through a network, the computer 
program product comprising the steps of: 

an information setting step of setting, in an image processing apparatus, 
information related to of a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus^&e 
information being obtained through the network; and 
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a multiplexing step of multiplexing said information of the seller or buyer of 
the image processing apparatus set by the information setting meaus to an output image to 
be output by the image processing apparatus* 

wherein said user information multiplexed in the output image is not visible 
in said output image . 



19. (Currently Amended) An image processing method for an image 
processing apparatus, comprising the steps of; 

a user information storing step of storing, in the image processing apparatus, 
user inform ation re lated to of a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus; and 

a multiplexing step of the image processing apparatus multiplexing the 
stored user information of the seller or buyer of the information processing apparatus to an 
output image to be output by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, the user information is obtained and stored in the storing step when 
the image processing apparatus is sold through a network^jyod 

wherein said user information multiplexed in the output image is not visible 
m said output imag e. 



20. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 19, wherein the user information comprises a public key certification, an account 
number of the buyer, or credit card information of the buyer. 



-7- 

PAGE 10/25 1 RCVDAT 1 1/2372005 5:40:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/30 * DNiS:2738300 * CS(D:714 540 9823 * DURATION (mm-ss}:06-38 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



11/23/05 WED 14:39 FAX 714 540 9823 FCH&S COSTA MESA (#2) 



@011 



21. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim. 1 9, wherein the user information comprises information of the seller, information of 
a date of sale, or information of a store selling the image processing apparatus. 

22. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 19, wherein the user information is stored when a driver of the image processing 
apparatus is downloaded or is installed. 

23. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 1 9, wherein the multiplexing is performed by using a digital watermark. 



24. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 19, wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a spatial area of the output image. 



25. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 1 9, wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a frequency area of the output image. 



26. (Currently Amended) An image processing method for a image 
processing apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

a user information receiving step for the image processing apparatus 
receiving user information r elated to of a seller or a buyer of an image processing product 
from the image processing product; and 
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a multiplexing step for the image processing apparatus to multiplex the 
received user information of the seller or buyer of the information proce ssing product to an 
output image to be output by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is received by the image processing 
apparatus when the image processing product is sold through a network^and 

wherein said user information multiplexed in the output image is not visible 
in said output image . 

27. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 26, wherein the user information comprises a public key certification, an account 
number of the buyer, or credit card information of the buyer. 

28. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 26, wherein the user information comprises information of the seller, information of 
a date of sale, or information of a store selling the image processing apparatus. 

29. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 26, wherein the user information is received when a driver of the image processing 
apparatus is downloaded or is installed. 

30. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 26, wherein the multiplexing is performed by using a digital watermark. 



-9- 

PAGE 1205 1 RCVD AT 11123/2005 5:40:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR;USPTO-EFXRF«6I30 * DNIS:2738300 * CS1D:714 540 9823 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-38 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



11/23/05 WED 14:40 FAX 714 540 0523 FCH&S COSTA MESA (#2) 



@013 



31. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 26, wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a spatial area of the output image. 



32. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 26, wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a frequency area of the output image. 



33. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 26, wherein the image processing product comprises a personal computer, a scanner, 
or an image processing software. 



34. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus comprising: 

a memory storing user information related t o of a seller or a buyer of the 
image processing apparatus; and 

a controller multiplexing the stored user information of the seller or buyer of 
the information processing apparatus to an output image to be output by the image 
processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is obtained and stored in the memory when 
the image processing apparatus is sold through a nelwork^and 

wherein said user information multiplexed in the output image is not visible 
in said output image . 



35. (Canceled) 
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36. (Previously Presented) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 34, further comprising a processor setting predetermined information related to the 
seller or the buyer of the image processing apparatus, 

wherein the controller multiplexes the predetermined information to the 

output image. 

37. (Original) An image processing apparatus according to claim 36, 
wherein the predetermined information is a public key certification. 

38. (Original) An image processing apparatus according to claim 36, 
wherein the predetermined information is information to specify an objective use on a 
database. 

39. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce system which 
performs electronic commerce connecting one terminal with another terminal through a 
network, the system comprising: 

a processor setting, in an image processing apparatus, information r elaled to 
of a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus , the informa tion being obtained 
through the network; and 

a controller multiplexing said information of the seller or buyer of the image 
processine apparatus set by the processor to an output image to be output by the image 
processing apparatus A 

wherein said user information multiplexed in the output image is not visible 

in said output image . 

-11- 
PAGE 14/25 • RCVD AT 11123/2005 5:40:10 PM [Eastern Standard The] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/30 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:714 540 9823 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-38 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



11/20/05 WED 14:40 FAX 714 540 9S23 



FCH&S COSTA MESA (#2) 



(2)015 



40. (Original) An electronic commerce system according to claim 39, 
wherein the information set by the processor is a public key certification. 

41 . (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce system according to 
claim 39, wherein the set information is information to specify an objective use on a 
database. 

42. (Currently Amended) An image processing method, comprising the 

steps of: 

storing, in an image processing apparatus, user information related to of a 
seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus; and 

multiplexing the stored user information of the seller or buyer o f the image 
processing apparatus to an output image to be output by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is obtained and stored in the storing step 
when the image processing apparatus is sold through a network^and 

wherein said user information multiplexed in the output image is not visible 
in said output image . 

43. (Canceled) 

44. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 42, further comprising setting predetermined information related to the seller or the 
buyer of the image processing apparatus, 

wherein the predetermined information is multiplexed to the output image. 
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45. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 44., 
wherein the predetermined information is a public key certification. 

46. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 44, wherein the predetermined information is information to specify an objective use 
on a database. 

47. (Currently Amended) An electronic commerce method which performs 
electronic commerce connecting one terminal with another terminal through a network, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

setting, in an image processing apparatus, information rela t ed t o of a seller 
or a buyer of the image processing apparatus , the information being obtained through the 
network; and 

multiplexing said information of the seller or buver of the image processing 
apparatus set by the setting step to an output image to be output by the image processing 
apparatus* 

wherein said user information multiplexed in the output image is not visible 
in said output image . 

48. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce method according to 
claim 47, wherein the set information is a public key certification. 
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49. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce method according to 
claim 47, wherein the set information is infoimation to specify an objective use on a 
database. 

50. (Currently Amended) An image processing method for an image 
processing apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

storing, in the image processing apparatus, user information related to of a 
seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus; and 

multiplexing the stored user information of the seller or haver qf the image 
processing apparatus to an output image to be output by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is obtained and stored in the storing step 
when the image processing apparatus is sold through a networ k, and 

wherein said user information multiplexed in the output image is not visible 
in said output image . 



51 . (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 50, wherein the user infoimation comprises a public key certification, an account 
number of the buyer, or credit card information of the buyer. 

52. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 50, wherein the user information comprises information of the seller, infoimation of 
a date of sale, or information of a store selling the image processing apparatus. 
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53. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 50, wherein the user information is stored when a driver of the image processing 
apparatus is downloaded or is installed, 

54. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 50, wherein the multiplexing is performed by using a digital watermark. 

55. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 54, wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a spatial area of the output image. 

56. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 54, wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a frequency area of the output image. 

57. (Currently Amended) An image processing method for an image 
processing apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

receiving, by the image processing apparatus, user information i elated to 
of a seller or a buyer of an image processing product from the image processing product; 
and 

multiplexing the received user information of the seller or buyer of the 
information product to an output image to be output by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is received when the image processing 
apparatus is sold through a networ k, and 

wherein said user information multiplexed in the output image is n ot visible 
in said output image . 
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58. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 57, wherein the user information comprises a public key certification, an account 
number of the buyer, or credit card information of the buyer. 

59. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 57, wherein the user information comprises information of the seller, information of 
a date of sale, or information of a store selling the image processing apparatus. 

60. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 57, wherein the user information is received when a driver of the image processing 
apparatus is downloaded or is instaUed. 

61. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 57, wherein the multiplexing is performed by using a digital watermark, 

62. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 61, wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a spatial area of the output image. 

63. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 61 , wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a frequency area of the output image, 

64. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 57, wherein the image processing product comprises a personal computer, a scanner, 
or an image processing software. 
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